Journalist Couple murder

Immediate arrest of killers demanded in Berlin

BERLIN, GERMANY: The Non Resident Bangladeshis have demanded immediate arrest and quick trial of the killer(s) of Journalist couple Sagar Sarowar and Mehrun Runi.

The Bangladeshi expatriates in Berlin came up with the demand while holding a protest meeting in the city on Sunday.

Meanwhile, the protesters extended their solidarity with Bangladeshi journalists and urged the government to stop the `farce` in the name of trial.

Former student leader of Bangladesh Khaled Noman Nomi said, “We extended our solidarity with the protesting Bangladeshi journalists.  They are not alone, we are with them.”

Assistant Professor of Heilbronn University of Germany Haseeb Mahmud said, `` The High Court rule over the George Mian issue barred journalists to express their opinion freely.”

Noted Bangladeshi writer and journalist Daud Haider said, `` Our Prime Minister said that it is not possible for the government to patrol anyone`s bedroom. We don’t want you to patrol people’s bedroom. But it is your duty to ensure security of the people.”

“You should leave the power in case of not ensuring people’s security,” he added.

Bangladeshi researcher in Germany Dr. Md. Saiful Islam said, “I urged the government to bring the killers under trial and restore the freedom of press by arresting the responsible.``

Writer and publisher Shah Alam Shanti said, ``More than 300 journalists have been killed in Bangladesh since 1972. But, in 90 percent cases, the killers did not need to face trial. Sagor-Runi murder could have been averted if the killing of journalists protested earlier. ``

Human rights activist Abdullah Al Mamun Milon said, `` Although 38 days have passed since they were murdered, the government is yet to identify the killers. I think the government should take quick initiative to arrest the criminals.”

Earlier on February 11, unidentified assailants stabbed Sagar Sarwar, news editor of Maasranga Television, and his wife Meherun Runi, senior reporter of ATN Bangla to death at their Pashchim Rajabazar residence in the city.

Sagar worked for the foreign broadcasting Deutsche Welle in Germany.
